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Did you know? 

The Shtunni’s tu Hwulmuhw Amendment Working Group have resumed working on the com-
pletion of edits to Cowichan Indian Band Membership Rules (1992) virtually through Zoom! 

Cowichan Tribes is a section 10 band under the Indian Act! That means registration and mem-

bership are separate. In 1985, there was an amendment to the Indian Act that allowed for    
individual First Nations to gain jurisdiction over membership called Bill C-31. Cowichan 
Tribes gained jurisdiction in 1986.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any questions? Email membership@cowichantribes.com or contact me on FB! 

Registration Membership 

Indigenous Services Canada jurisdiction 
through Indian Act. 

Cowichan Tribes jurisdiction through 
Shtunni’s tu Hwulmuhw (previously 
Cowichan Indian Band Membership 
Rules 1992) 

Benefits of registration: Non-Insured 
Health Benefits, Secure Certificate of       
Indian Status (SCIS), Tax Exemption on    
reserve.  

Benefits of Cowichan Tribes Member-
ship: on-reserve housing and land 
ownership, voting in elections and  
referendums, annual tobacco tax     
distribution. 

Legislation has been amended twice since 
1985 with Bill C-3 (2011) and Bill S-3 
(2017). Both amendments to the Indian Act 
expand the eligibility for Registration and 
acquiring Status. 

Legislation has been updated once in 
1992. 

Acquiring Cowichan Status is the first 
step to acquiring Cowichan Member-
ship. 


