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In December 2023, Cowichan Tribes partnered with Cowichan
Housing Association to conduct a comprehensive frontline

provider led count of the unhoused population in Duncan-

Cowichan. An identified limitation of point-in-time counts is that

significant demographics are missed, including Indigenous people

on reserves, as well as hidden homeless and precariously housed.

This count was done through relationships with service providers;

throughout the process, the privacy of these individuals has been

respected and safeguarded. The count included people who

access services in the Cowichan Tribes and Duncan central service

delivery areas. It did not include people in Lake Cowichan,
Ladysmith, or whose primary service providers are outside of Duncan. Indigenous populations in the
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count include members of local and non-local First Nations, Metis and other Aboriginal ancestry.

Crisis Situation

s Lack of housing and shelter continues to be the top barrier to healing for street-entrenched or

housing-insecure people struggling with substance misuse.
¢  Frontline Provider Unhoused Count for Duncan-Cowichan - completed Dec. 5, 2023. Findings: 423
unhoused people in Duncan-Cowichan, including 209 unhoused Indigenous people. The youngest
person counted was 13-years-old and the oldest was 91, both are Indigenous. 17 street-based youth
aged 13 to 18 were counted, 15 of them are Indigenous.
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Frontline Provider Unhoused
Count for Duncan-Cowichan -
Other Findings *** Of the youth
aged 13-18, the majority have an
assigned bed in care or have family to
stay with, but are known to be
sleeping rough, couch surfing in
unsafe environments, or staying out
on the streets for several days at a
time.
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Sleeping Rough: 97
Shelter & Transition: 55
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