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New to Quw’utsun, the Salish Sea Watch!
As part of the Federal
Government’s Salish
Sea Initiative, Cowichan Tribes has developed the Salish
Sea Watch. This team
consists of a program
coordinator, a communications liaison,
and a 2-crew member
watch vessel.
As the program coordinator, I have
been working with
communication Liaison, Kwut hwum qun,
(Matthew Louie), to
start the program and
plan for the next 4
years.
We had the Salish
Sea Watch naming
contest, started marine planning work,
continued
Lulumexun’s work of
planning for emergency oil-spill response, and began
networking and col-
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A sideways map of the Salish Sea ( maps.stefanfreelan.com/)

laborating with others doing similar work
within Lulumexun and neighbouring First Nations, as well as various departments of the
Canadian and Provincial Governments.
The pandemic has meant a hiring freeze at
Cowichan Tribes so the positions have yet to
be posted for the Boat Crew, though we have
two temporary crew members, Lawrence
George Jr. and Jeff Page joining us in July.
Permanent postings for all four Salish Sea Initiative program positions will be out when possible.
Watch for our upcoming logo contest. We
will post about that and our marine planning
work (how to be involved!), and marine-based
training opportunities on the Lulumexun Facebook page, Cowichan Tribes Newsletter and
Website. ~Huy tseep q’u! Kim Lagimodiere
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Marine Use Planning: caring for our marine territory
The Salish Sea Watch Team
will be leading the work in
producing a Cowichan Tribes
Marine Use Plan. This will be
a long process, building upon
the years of work that have already been put in by Lulumexun and the
Hul’qumi’num Treaty Group.
A marine plan will ensure that
we have a solid vision, objective and strategies for managing our marine territory. We
will gather together existing

traditional marine use and occupancy data, and collect existing data about the current
condition of our marine ecosystems. The Salish Sea
Watch team will work in partnership with the staff of Lulumexun and Cowichan
Tribes. Our biggest partners
will be you, the community!
Your feedback will be a crucial part in ensuring that our
marine plan will not only focus
on caring for the environment

“Live in harmony with Nature”
“Everything in nature is a part
of our family, we are all
relatives” ~ Cowichan Teachings
but ensure our communities'
deep connections to the marine territory are maintained
and revitalized. Look for upcoming opportunities to participate, on the Lulumexun Facebook page, the Cowichan
Tribes Newsletter and Web-

site.

Historical Cowichan Nation AOI Map. Created by Brenda Underwood, Lands GIS Department, 2018, updated 2019.
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Eyes on the water: Salish Sea Watch out in the marine territory
The Salish Sea Watch is patrolling the traditional territory in
order to observe, record and
report. Keeping an eye on human-marine mammal interactions, sea birds, adherence to
Southern Resident Killer Whale
(SRKW) protection measure*,
and cultural sites, this crew will
be part of re-asserting a strong
Quw’utsun presence on the water. Our Salish Sea Watch

name contest, winning entry
came from Joe Elliott , S-hwuhwa'us Thi'lut kwa'atl'kwa
(Thunderbird Protecting the
Ocean). After working with
our language experts, we will
announce the official name on
the Lulumexun Facebook
page, and Cowichan Tribes
website! *click the link and the Cowichan Newsletter for more info on the
SRKW protection measures

2020 DFO SRKW Protection Measures:
https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/whalesbaleines/srkw-measures-mesures-erseng.html#maps

There have been recent sightings in the Southern end. Let’s
hope one day they repopulate
our marine territory! Each
month there’ll be a new topic,
featuring an animal, plant or
ecosystem. Look to learn
about eelgrass ecosystems in

the August Cowichan Tribes
Newsletter. (Picture from

Conservation Corner
Conservation Corner debuted
in the July 2020 Cowichan
Tribes Newsletter and featured Tumus, (a.k.a. sea otter,
and Enhydra lutris). Tumus no
longer reside in the Salish
Sea, but would make a great
addition to the kelp forests!

www.vanaqua.org.)

Marine Employment Training Opportunity!
The SSW communication liaison, Matthew Louie, has be in
talks with Camosun college to
get the Bridge watch Rating
Program here to Quw’utsun.
This program seeks to get
more Indigenous people and
women trained to work in the

marine industry. There was
not enough of a response, but
we will keep trying for future
opportunities for this. Meanwhile, the program is running
out of Victoria, and they cover
all travel and living costs
while you attend.

See the final page for more
info, but you can also contact
Matthew at matthew.louie@cowichantribes.com to
discuss this free training!
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The Bridge Watch Rating Program
Indigenous people and women are invited to

In addition to working on commercial

participate in the fully-funded Bridge Watch

career opportunities exist for:

Rating program to learn and enhance seamanship skills, earn nationally-recognized certifications, and embark upon an exciting, entry-level
career in the Marine industry. Hear from experienced sailors, take field trips, practice hands-on
techniques, and undertake a practicum at sea.
Marine-based employers are excited to hire our
graduates!

vessels,



water-based ecotourism



commercial fishing



sport fishing



Travel



other recreational marine guiding roles

Multiple start dates are available throughout the
year. The course will be offered at Camosun College in Victoria, as well as on-site in various Van-

Supported by Transport Canada and OPP

couver Island communities, with the final weeks

(Oceans Protection Plan), and via a partnership

spent at BCIT in Burnaby. Contact Bridge-

with BCIT, & Camosun’s Bridge Watch Rating

WatchRating@camosun.ca for more details on

program provides a pathway for you to enter into

dates, locations, and entrance requirements, or to

rewarding marine sector careers. You’ll learn the

apply for the Bridge Watch Rating program.

essential knowledge and skills related to the
practice of seamanship, navigation, standards of

Class Hours: 0830 – 1530, Monday - Friday

safe working procedures, and the hazards asso-

or call 250-415-8055 to get started on training for

ciated with the marine environment.

an exciting marine career!

Become a Deckhand!

If you or someone you know is interested in

Train on a Variety of Marine Vessels. The program is designed to provide entry-level personnel with base-level knowledge of seamanship to
prepare for a career at sea with:

would like to learn more and apply to this Program click on this link: Bridge Watch Rating
Program
Alternately, you can contact their Coordinator:



BC Ferries

Cindy Drover-Davidson, MA, MEd |Bridge Watch



Canadian Coast Guard

Rating Coordinator, School of Trades & Technology |



local tug operators



cruise ships



deep-sea vessels, and more

Trades Development & Special Projects | DavidsonC@camosun.ca | 250-415-8055 (C)
Camosun College | Victoria, BC | camosun.ca

