
 

 

 

Time is Running out for a KDC Work Permit on the Cowichan District                    

Hospital Replacement Project 

  

Statement for Release: January 19, 2022 

Duncan, B.C. – Cowichan Tribes and Khowutzun Development Corporation (KDC) have been advocating for 

many months to secure economic opportunities for Cowichan citizen-owned companies as part of the 

Cowichan District Hospital Replacement Project. This project, located within Cowichan traditional territory, 

is valued at $1.45 billion and represents one of the largest infrastructure projects in our region.  

Cowichan Tribes was excluded from the negotiations of the Community Benefits Agreement (CBA) that 

governs this project. There was also no mechanism for Cowichan Tribes to negotiate an Interim Benefit 

Agreement that would have secured a scope of work for our nation's economic development arm (KDC) 

and our Cowichan citizen-owned civil and construction companies. The Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples includes the right to economic reconciliation. However, the existing CBA excludes 

consideration of Cowichan economic interests and Khowutzun Development Corporation’s initial work 

permit request was rejected. 

“It is unacceptable that the traditional peoples of this land should be excluded and deliberately prevented 

from playing a role in the building of vital community infrastructure,” said Chief Lydia Hwitsum. “This 

amounts to a rejection of our Rights and Title within our territory. It is hard to believe in today’s 

environment of Truth and Reconciliation that we would find ourselves in this situation,” added Hwitsum. 

Chief Lydia Hwitsum and KDC CEO, Jodee Dick, met this week with BC Infrastructure Benefits (BCIB) and the 

Allied Infrastructure and Related Construction Council (AIRCC) to try to find a solution and remove the 

barriers preventing KDC and Cowichan companies from participating on this project.  “We have submitted 

another work permit proposal, which is now under review,” said Jodee Dick, CEO, Khowutzun Development 

Corporation. “We hope to receive approval in the near future, as the scope of work that can be performed 

by our citizen-owned companies continues to dwindle each week,” added Ms. Dick. 

The new Cowichan District Hospital is an important project for all residents in the Cowichan Valley. It is also 

an opportunity for the province to build relationships and advance economic reconciliation with our 

community, the largest First Nation in B.C. by population. Cowichan Tribes and Khowutzun Development 

Corporation remain committed to working with partners to secure employment and contract opportunities 

for Cowichan citizens and companies on this project. 
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