
 
 
 

 
 
 

Celebrating Watershed Restoration Project Completion  
While Planning for the Future 
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The Cowichan and Koksilah Rivers are at the heart of Cowichan Tribes. However, these rivers 
have been greatly affected by climate change as well as human impact. 
 
“This is an important opportunity to demonstrate recognition and respect for Cowichan 
jurisdiction and leadership,” says Chief Lydia Hwitsum. “This level of investment, collaboration 
and shared decision making is crucial. I am thankful for the investments that have been made 
by all partners. We must continue this level of collaboration and recognition, as we face climate 
change and seek meaningful reconciliation with each other as well as our natural systems that 
support us.” 
 
Respecting the important role of these rivers in our community’s history, and wanting to 
preserve them for the future, in 2021 Cowichan Tribes completed $3 million in watershed 
restoration work. This work included the removal of over 4,140 truckloads of gravel as well as 
significant log jams. 
 
“I had the opportunity to join Chief Hwitsum in April and see firsthand some of the amazing 
work Cowichan Tribes and Chief Hwitsum are doing to restore these ecologically and culturally 
important rives,” said Josie Osborne, Minister of Land, Water and Resource Stewardship. “Our 
Budget 2022 commitment of $30 million is supporting more watershed restoration partnerships 
like this that will maintain healthy environments, support climate resiliency, generate jobs 
across the province and build a stronger BC.” 
 
“Healthy watersheds are one of nature’s strongest protections against the devastating impacts 
and costs from increased floods, droughts and wildfires caused by climate change,” explained 
George Heyman, Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy. “The restoration work 
led by Cowichan Tribes and supported by the Healthy Watersheds Initiative will help protect 
the community from severe flooding and demonstrates the critical value of investing in our 
watersheds so they are more resilient to climate change and can continue to meet the 
community’s water needs.” 

 
“The Healthy Watersheds Initiative has been so important in strengthening connections 
between Indigenous First Nations communities and like-minded organizations and government 
agencies to focus on preservation, protection and education of watersheds,” said Mavis 
Underwood, Chair of the Healthy Watersheds Initiative Indigenous Leaders Advisory Circle and 
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Governor of the Real Estate Foundation of BC. “It is extremely encouraging to see how the 
watershed initiative has stimulated positive exchanges of knowledge and expertise and how 
there are opportunities between generations of Elders and youth, and those with 
environmental expertise to work together for positive action.”  
 
On June 3, funding partners, contractors, staff and community members gathered to celebrate 
the project completion at Clem Clem Longhouse, located where the two rivers meet. This area 
has undergone three significant flooding events in the last two years, and was one of the focus 
points of the watershed restoration project.  
 
“While the work done in 2021 helped protect the community from severe flooding in 
November, unfortunately the rising waters deposited more sediment and logs,” explains Larry 
George, Director of Lulumexun (Lands and Self-Governance). “We know that ongoing removal 
of gravel and log jams in these rivers is key to not only protecting our community from future 
flooding events, but also protecting and restoring crucial fish habitat.” 
 
Provincial funding was provided by the Healthy Watershed Initiative. This included $2.3 million 
for sediment management and $500,000 for works supporting the development a Water 
Sustainability Plan in the Xwulqw’selu (Koksilah) watershed (which is being developed in 
collaboration with the Province of BC). 
 
The Healthy Watersheds Initiative (HWI) is a $27-million program, supported by the Province of 
BC, to stimulate British Columbia’s economic recovery through investments in watershed 
conservation and restoration. The Real Estate Foundation of BC is administering funding for this 
program in partnership with Watersheds BC to support more than 60 watershed security 
projects in communities across the province. 
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